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Garfield City Council Meeting September 10, 2024

Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance

Call to Order: 6:00 PM

Roll Call- Roll called by Recorder-Treasurer Christal Allen
Council Member Smead-Present

Council Member Rambo-Present

Council Member Teeselink-Present

Council Member Kitterman-Present

Guests and Visitors
Kathy Warren

Lauri Sutton
Douglas Sutton
Trenton Denief
Trevor Michaud
Sammi Michaud

Minutes City Council Meetings August 2024

Council Member Smead moved to approve the August 13, 2024, Council meeting minutes and August
19, 2024, Special Council Meeting minutes as presented.

Seconded by Council Member Rambo.

All in favor, motion carried.

Committee Reports
Planning Commission-August 29, 2024, Planning Commission meeting minutes were provided to the

council.

Water Department- August unaccounted for water loss 19.11%. BWRPWA report was provided to
council members, rate increase goes into effect January 1, 2025.
New end points were received, installation scheduled September 18 and 19™.

Update-Water Tank Expansion Project, Proposed Vault Construction 14781 Mountain Dr.-
Mayor Blackburn reported awaiting approval from Little Rock for both projects. Parts have been
received to be paid with ARPA funds.

Code Enforcement- Mayor Blackburn reported receiving fence permits, mobile home pad permit, sent
letters to property owners on Main St for tall grass. Resolution to be placed on October council meeting
agenda if not resolved.

ER Assist & FEMA — Debris haul off on Ashmore and stump on Main St to be reimbursed under the
program as they were still within the completion window.

Funding reimbursement for the Generation project to be received in September

Council Member Teeselink moved to approve committee reports as presented.
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Seconded by Council Member Kitterman.
All in favor, motion carried.

Unfinished Business
Introduce City Attorney Honorable Shane Perry-Mayor Blackburn stated he spoke with the city attorney

this morning and will contact him tomorrow regarding drafting a letter to the Rogers Public School
Board.

Garfield Elementary School & Dorothy Ross Building Phase 1 Analysis-

Phase 1 Analysis-Mayor Blackburn reported that the Phase 1 ESA identified no Recognized
Environmental Conditions (RECs) associated with the property; however, the Phase 1 ESA did identify
Business Environmental Risks (BERs), including the presence of asbestos and lead-based paint in the
main building materials and no reportable findings were found in the Dorothy Ross building.

Mayor Blackburn reported the Rogers Public School board voted to transfer title of the property to the
city for $1.00 with conditions as per the warranty deed. Copies of the warranty deed were provided to
the council. Mayor Blackburn presented potential uses for the main building to the council and those in
attendance.

Residents Trevor Michaud, Sammi Michaud and Lauri Sutton addressed the council, asking questions
regarding the proposed uses and plans to cover costs and maintenance of the former Garfield
Elementary School building. It was voiced that a community center is needed and the offer by the
Rogers Public School Board needs to be negotiated.

After discussion, Council Member Kitterman moved to reject the offer Rogers Public School verbiage on
the warranty deed and to submit an amended offer written by the city attorney.

Seconded by Council Member Smead.

Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Rambo-Yes, Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council
Member Kitterman-Yes.

All in favor, motion carried.

New Business

2024 Tax Levy-Proposed Resolution 202

Council Member Kitterman moved to read proposed Resolution 202, setting millage rate for 2024 to 2.0
mils by title only.

Seconded by Council Member Teeselink.

Mayor Blackburn read proposed Resolution 202 by title only.

Council Member Smead moved to approve Resolution 202, setting millage rate for 2024 to 2.0 mils.
Seconded by Council Member Rambo.

Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Rambo-Yes, Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council
Member Kitterman-Yes.

All in favor, motion carried.

Kroger Settlement Participation

After discussion, Council Member Kitterman moved to participate in the Kroger Settlement sponsored
by the Arkansas Municipal League.

Seconded by Council Member Rambo.
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Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Rambo-Yes, Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council
Member Kitterman-Yes.
All in favor, motion carried.

1CS Bank Account

After discussion, Council Member Kitterman moved to allow Mayor Blackburn to move funds into CD’s
of $250,000 or less, covered by FDIC.

Seconded by Council Member Rambo.

Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Rambo-Yes, Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council
Member Kitterman-Yes.

All in favor, motion carried.

Vending Machine Proposal-Mayor Blackburn provided a proposal from Bunnee Snax LLC to place a
vending machine in the Hamilton Park pavilion with the city receiving 10% of gross sales.

After discussion, Council Member Smead moved to accept the proposal from Bunnee Snax LLC to place a
vending machine in the Hamilton Park pavilion.

Seconded by Council member Rambo.

All'in favor, motion carried.

Fall Tree Giveaway- 300 trees to be provided for the giveaway.

Council Member Kitterman moved to hold tree giveaway Saturday October 12, 2024, 8:00AM at Flying
RF Feed Store 16601 Hwy 62.

Seconded by Council Member Teeselink.

All in favor, motion carried.

Rail Road Crossing Project Update
Mayor Blackburn stated that a site visit with the contractor is planned at this time for September 18 or
20, Highway 127 will be closed for 3 days during construction.

August 2024 Financials

After discussion, Council Member Teeselink moved to accept August 2024 financials as presented.
Seconded by Council Member Smead.

All in favor, motion carried.

Adjourn

Council Member Kitterman moved to adjourn.
Seconded by Council Member Teeselink.

All in favor, motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 7:01PM.
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Gary Blackburn Christal Allen
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