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Garfield City Council Meeting June 11, 2024

Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance
Call to Order — 6:01PM

Roll Call- Roll called by Recorder-Treasurer Christal Allen
Council Member Smead-Present

Council Member Rambo-Absent

Council Member Teeselink-Present

Council Member Kitterman-Present

City Attorney-attending via Facebook

Guests and Visitors
Douglas Sutton
Susan Hartman
Johnny Osborne
James Jolly

Gina Kingston

Minutes City Council Meeting May 14, 2024

Council Member Smead moved to approve May 14, 2024, minutes as presented.
Seconded by Council Member Kitterman.
Allin favor, motion carried.

Committee Reports
Planning Commission- May meeting minutes were provided to the council.

Water Department- May unaccounted for water loss 12.49%.

Mayor Blackburn stated a letter was received from Arkansas Legislative Joint Audit committee regarding
the 2022 Agreed Upon Procedure. The report will be presented to the Standing Committee on Counties
and Municipalities of the Legislative Joint Auditing Committee for its review on June 13, 2024.

Mayor Blackburn responded to both the 2022 and 2023 Agreed Upon Procedure findings. Responses
were sent to the Natural Resources Commission regarding the Depreciation account.

Code Enforcement- Mayor Blackburn reported he has spent time working on the new food truck court
project at 18395 Marshall St. A conditional use permit application and sign permit application has been
provided to the owner of property on Mill St.

Suggestions for a pickle ball court and a portable pet microchip scanning device at Hamilton Park were
received and will be placed on the July council meeting agenda.

Council Member Kitterman moved to accept committee reports as presented.
Seconded by Council Member Teeselink.
All in favor, motion carried.
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Unfinished Business
Blueberry Lane & MCE Invoice- Mayor Blackburn advised that the concrete work has not yet been
completed on Blueberry Lane. Once it has been completed, the invoice issue will be addressed.

Update- Tank Project

NWAEDD is managing the expenditure of the ARPA funds for the tank project. The process has begun.
They advertised in the Arkansas Democrat Gazette for engineers’ requests for qualification (RFQ). A plan
has been drawn up by ESI which they requested authorization from the mayor to be submitted to the
Arkansas Department of Health for approval with no obligation to the city.

Contract Agreement, ER Assist

Susan Hartman with ER Assist addressed the council regarding the proposed contract agreement with ER
Assist. The contract is for 2 years, with option of 3 additional one-year terms, with a not to exceed of
$100,000.00

Ms. Hartman provided an update on the May 26 and 27" storm debris and damage clean up. They
anticipate filing a request for public assistance with FEMA to have vegetative debris picked up and
hauled away. Debris pickup exceeds the capacity of the city; therefore, ER Assist has reached out to a
couple of debris contractors that they have worked with. A proposal has been sent to Mayor Blackburn
from CTC.

All work to be performed is to be 100% reimbursable by FEMA as this was a federally declared storm.
After discussion, council member Kitterman moved to accept the proposed contract with ER Assist,
effective May 28, 2024, through May 28, 2026.

Seconded by Council Member Smead.

Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council Member Kitterman-Yes

Allin favor, motion carried.

New Business

Contract Agreement CTC Disaster Response

Johnny Osborne with CTC Disaster Response addressed the council providing a description of the
services to be provided and process for vegetative debris clean up.

Anticipated date to begin removal of low hanging branches and trees in the right of ways June 17, 2024.
Residents with vegetative debris on their property will need to have the vegetative debris moved to the
right of way to be picked up at a time to be determined.

A volunteer clean- up date was set for June 29, 2024, to assist residents who are unable to move
vegetative debris to the right of ways.

After discussion, Council Member Kitterman moved to enter into contract with CTS Disaster Response
for vegetative debris removal within the city limits.

Seconded by Council Member Smead.

Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council Member Kitterman-Yes

Allin favor, motion carried.

2024 Mayor-Council Filing Information
Mayor provided information to the council from Benton County Election Commission. The filing period
for the 2024 Election is July 31, 2024, ending at noon August 7, 2024.
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Proposed Resolution-Water Usage Mitigation Measures

City Water Board Representative Douglas Sutton addressed the council regarding potential water usage
mitigation measures.

After discussion, the council agreed to hold a Public Forum July 9, 2024, at 5:30 PM prior to the council
meeting regarding water usage mitigation measures as outlined in a revised water users agreement.

Mayor Blackburn called the meeting into executive session at 7:05PM to discuss a personnel issue.
The meeting was called back to order at 7:09PM.

Council Member Smead moved to authorize Mayor Blackburn to make a compensation adjustment for
Ashley Young on the next pay period.
Seconded by Council Member Teeselink.

Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council Member Kitterman-Yes
Allin favor, motion carried.

May Financials

After discussion, Council Member Teeselink moved to accept May 2024 Financial reports as presented.
Seconded by Council Member Smead.
Allin favor, motion carried.

Mayor Blackburn advised he received a letter from ArDot stating the request to move the school zone

starting at Wimpy Jones Road and ending at Alvin Seamster Road has been forwarded to the
Department Maintenance Division for review.

Council Member Teeselink asked if the current basketball court at Hamilton Park is the same size as a
pickle ball court. It was confirmed that they are not the same size.

Adjourn
Council Member Kitterman moved to adjourn.
Seconded by Council Member Teeselink.

All in favor, motion carried.
Meeting adjourned at 7:14PM.

Passed and approved this ‘f‘h day of, s ult_’( 2024.

Gary Blackburn Christal Allen

Approved, Mayor Gary Blackburn Attz\ted, Recorder-Treasurer Christal Allen
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