Garfield City Council Meeting December 12, 2023

Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance
Call to Order – 6:00PM
Roll Call- Roll called by Recorder-Treasurer Christal Allen
Council Member Smead-Present			
Council Member Rambo- Present
Council Member Teeselink-Present
Council Member Kitterman-Present
City Attorney- via cell phone.
Guests and Visitors
David McPherson
Duncan Artt
James Jolly
Joy Sawyer
Michael Johnson

Update – Garfield Scholars Academy
Joy Sawyer addressed the council stating approval was given by the state on November 9, 2023, and a $1.25 million grant has been awarded. Student enrollment deadline is February 15, 2024. 

Minutes November 14, 2023
Council Member Smead moved to approve November 14, 2023, minutes as presented.
Seconded by Council Member Rambo
All in favor, motion carried.
Committee Reports
Planning Commission
November 30, 2023, Agenda and Minutes were presented. One tract split was approved.
Water Department-
Unaccounted for water loss was reduced in November as a leak on Coen Ross was repaired. 
Smart Earth Technologies has filed chapter 11 bankruptcy. Fenix USA has acquired the technology. The city will no longer have warranty coverage on the current end points as result and will be charged $1.10 monthly for each end point that is functioning.
Mayor Blackburn attended an exploratory meeting December 5, 2023, with Lost Bridge Sewer and Water to discuss the pros and cons of the water districts consolidating.

Mayor Blackburn called the meeting into executive session at 6:13PM to discuss a water security issue. 
Meeting was called to order at 6:20PM.

Council Member Teeselink moved to allow Mayor Blackburn to rekey the locks on all municipal facilities. 
Seconded by Council Member Smead
Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Rambo-Yes, Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council Member Kitterman-Yes
Motion carried. 

Code Enforcement-
Mayor Blackburn advised that there are several ongoing files that he is addressing. The vehicles along highway 62 are being cleaned up. 
Council Member Kitterman moved to approve committee reports as presented.
Seconded by Council Member Smead
All in favor, motion carried.

Unfinished Business
Public Hearing Modification to Zoning Ordinance # 153
No questions or additions from the council. Item to be placed on the January 2024 agenda.
Proposed Ordinance, 2024 Water Rates
Mayor Blackburn introduced the proposed ordinance. 
Council Member Kitterman moved to read proposed ordinance by title only.
Seconded by Council Member Teeselink.
Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council Member Kitterman-Yes, Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Rambo- Yes
All in favor, motion carried. 
Recorder-Treasurer Christal Allen read the proposed ordinance by title only. 

After discussion, Council Member Teeselink moved to suspend the rule to read the ordinance in full on three separate occasions. 
Seconded by Council Member Smead.
Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council Member Kitterman-Yes, Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Rambo- Yes
All in favor, motion carried. 

Council Member Kitterman moved to approve the proposed ordinance with no modifications. 
Seconded by Council Member Rambo.
Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council Member Kitterman-Yes, Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Rambo- Yes
All in favor, motion carried. 

Council Member Teeselink moved to invoke the emergency clause. 
Seconded by Council Member Rambo. 
Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council Member Kitterman-Yes, Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Rambo- Yes
All in favor, motion carried.  
Ordinance number will be 210.


2nd Review 2024 Budgets 
Mayor Blackburn called the meeting into executive session at 6:48PM to discuss city employee compensation for 2024.

Meeting called to order at 7:12PM.

Council Member Rambo moved to accept the proposed 2024 employee compensation package. 
Seconded by Council Member Smead. 
Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Rambo-Yes, Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council Member Kitterman-Yes
Motion carried. 

Mayor Blackburn introduced proposed 2024 Budget Resolution.
Council Member Kitterman moved to adopt the proposed Resolution for the 2024 Budget.
Seconded by Council Member Teeselink.
Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Rambo-Yes, Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council Member Kitterman-Yes
Motion carried. 
Resolution number will be 194 

Authorize modification to Business License Application
Mayor Blackburn introduced the proposed change to the current business license application which would include a line regarding sales of used motor vehicles. 
Council Member Kitterman moved to approve the proposed modification to the current business license application. 
Seconded by Council Member Teeselink
All in favor, motion carried. 

New Business

CARDS 2024 Rate Increase
Council Member Smead moved to approve the proposed CARDS rate increase for 2024. Rate increase effective January 1, 2024.
Seconded by Council Member Rambo
All in favor, motion carried. 

Proposed Resolution 195- Participation in ArDOT program regarding warning signs at bridges.
Council was provided copies of proposed resolution. Mayor Blackburn read title of proposed resolution.
Council Member Kitterman moved to approve the proposed resolution placing signs on the bridge on North Wimpy Jones Rd.
Seconded by Council Member Smead
All in favor, motion carried.

Proposed Ordinance Designating Persons Who Can Conduct Business with City
Mayor Blackburn introduced the proposed Ordinance.
Council Member Teeselink moved to read the proposed ordinance by title only. 
Seconded by Council Member Kitterman. 
Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council Member Kitterman-Yes, Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Rambo- Yes
All in favor, motion carried. 

Recorder-Treasurer Christal Allen read the proposed ordinance by title only. 
No debate, item to be placed on the January and February 2024 Agendas.

City Financials
After discussion, Council Member Smead moved to approve the November 2023 Financials as presented.
Seconded by Council Member Rambo. 
Council Member Smead-Yes, Council Member Rambo-Yes, Council Member Teeselink-Yes, Council Member Kitterman-Yes
Motion carried. 

Mayor Blackburn recognized Recorder-Treasurer Christal Allen for obtaining 40 credit hours of Municipal Clerks training and Council Member Shawn Smead for successfully completing 8 hours of water provider board training. 
Adjourn
Council Member Rambo moved to adjourn. 
Seconded by Council Member Teeselink.
All in favor, motion carried. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:34PM.

Passed and approved this _______ day of ________ 2024.
Gary Blackburn                                                             Christal J. Allen
Approved, Mayor Gary Blackburn                            Attested, Recorder-Treasurer Christal Allen _____________________________                         ___________________________________






